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An added bonus: Teach the course and research your Lord's Prayer book at the same 
time (see below) 
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International, 1994). ix, 292 p. ; 23 cm.  

On the subject of the Lord's Prayer manuscript.  I was wondering if you were 
considering the inclusion of the Roman Word Squares believed by many to be 
anagrams or acrostics of the Lord's Prayer.  Also any mention of the Basilica of the 
Lord's Prayer in Israel? 
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            The paperback edition is $20 and might make a good recommended text. Lots 
of wonderful primary source material in the form of tablets and ostraca containing 
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Georg Luck, Magika Hiera 

            It is a collection of primary sources relating to ancient magic.  

Off the top of my head, the Priene inscription that celebrates Augustus' birthday and 
describes him as "savior of the world" is fundamental for understanding the emperor 
cult. I think this inscription is in Beard, North, and Price, vol. 2. Additionally, Plato's 
Euthyphro discusses sacrifice at some length set as a discussion between Euthypro 
and Socrates. Skim the volume Collected Ancient Greek Novels. You'll find fictional 
narratives containing discussions of sacrifice, processions, and magic. As background 
to Acts 17, I've shown a map of the Athenian agora in the time of Paul highlighting 
the various shrines and temples. My students were impressed by the sheer "amount of 
religiosity" contained in such a small area. Check Abingdon's Hellenistic 
Commentary on the New Testament. It lists New Testament texts in canonical order 
with parallels from Hellenistic literature. Many times the parallels are religious texts 
or deal in some way with Greco-Roman religion. There's a Fortress text by Cartledge 
and Duncan, 

Documents for the Study of the Gospels, which does much the same for the gospels. 
Fortress also publishes Ramsey MacMullen's Paganism and Christianity: 110-425 
ce  which is a collection of primary source documents. I'll post some more primary 
sources later. 

One of the most important elements, often overlooked, is the importance of ritual in 
general, and sacrifice in particular, in Greco-Roman religion. Greco-Roman religion 
was not so much what one believed as what rituals one participated in. This is 
important for understanding the idol meat issue in Corinth and the seeming 
participation of some Christians in Asia Minor in the imperial cult as reflected in 
Revelation's "Letters to the Seven Churches." 

            On the whole, I think I'd organize my syllabus according to the themes in 
Klauck's book but rely on Schaid and Pantell, Price's Greek Religions, and Ferguson's 
Roman Religion. As recommended texts I would use Gager's Curse Tablets, Luck's 
Arcana Mundi, and Meyer's The Ancient Mysteries. That way you could emphasize 
two topics and provide resources for student papers. Another possible recommended 
text would be Simon Price's (listed as S. R. F. Price for this book) Rituals and Power: 
The Roman Imperial Cult in Asia Minor (Cambridge and New York: Cambridge 
University Press, 1984). I would supplement the books with primary source materials 
in a course packet, on reserve, or photocopied. If at all possible, use slides. 

Hope this is helpful and not too confusing. 
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