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The best text. There are three problems with this text: Klauck ignores Philo,
Klauck has some outdated perspectives especially regarding the mysteries, and the
book is about $50.

Simon Price, Religions of the Ancient Greeks (Cambridge: Cambridge University
Press, 1999).

A convenient paperback. Includes a brief discussion of Christianity at the end
of the book. about $20.

Louise B. Zaidman and Pauline Schmitt Pantel, Religion in the Ancient Greek City,
trans. Paul Cartledge (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1993).

Concentrates on classical Athens but provides a good sense of ancient Greek
religion. Also for about $20.

John Ferguson, The Religions of the Roman Empire, Aspects of Greek and Roman Life
(Ithaca: Cornell University Press, 1970).

There's not really a good basic work for Roman religion that's suitable for
Introductory level teaching. It is now outdated but still useful. His chapter on
sacrifice is rather weak and so is his chapter on the mysteries.

Walter Burkert, Greek Religion (Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 1985).

Too advanced and too far off the mark for introductory level.

Mary Beard, John North, and Simon Price, Roman Religion, 2 vols. (Cambridge:
Cambridge University Press, 1998).

Vol. 1is an historical intro. Vol. 2 would be highly useful for your own
perusal as it contains primary sources (including photos).

Walter Burkert, Ancient Mystery Cults (Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 1987).

Specifically on the mysteries. Quite good and relatively inexpensive. Burkert,
like so many others, does tend to view the mysteries through Christian or at least post-
Christian lenses. Some mysteries developed and maintained a sense of community;
most were just simply a ritual one went through.

Marvin W. Meyer, ed. The Ancient Mysteries: A Sourcebook (New York:
HarperSanFranciso, a division of HarperCollins, 1987).

Quite good and relatively inexpensive.

John Gager, Curse Tablets and Binding Spells from the Ancient World (or something
like that) (Oxford).



The paperback edition is $20 and might make a good recommended text. Lots
of wonderful primary source material in the form of tablets and ostraca containing
curses, binding spells, etc.

Georg Luck, Magika Hiera
It is a collection of primary sources relating to ancient magic.

Off the top of my head, the Priene inscription that celebrates Augustus' birthday and
describes him as "savior of the world" is fundamental for understanding the emperor
cult. I think this inscription is in Beard, North, and Price, vol. 2. Additionally, Plato's
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One of the most important elements, often overlooked, is the importance of ritual in
general, and sacrifice in particular, in Greco-Roman religion. Greco-Roman religion
was not so much what one believed as what rituals one participated in. This is
important for understanding the idol meat issue in Corinth and the seeming
participation of some Christians in Asia Minor in the imperial cult as reflected in
Revelation's "Letters to the Seven Churches."

On the whole, I think I'd organize my syllabus according to the themes in
Klauck's book but rely on Schaid and Pantell, Price's Greek Religions, and Ferguson's
Roman Religion. As recommended texts | would use Gager's Curse Tablets, Luck's
Arcana Mundi, and Meyer's The Ancient Mysteries. That way you could emphasize
two topics and provide resources for student papers. Another possible recommended
text would be Simon Price's (listed as S. R. F. Price for this book) Rituals and Power:
The Roman Imperial Cult in Asia Minor (Cambridge and New York: Cambridge
University Press, 1984). | would supplement the books with primary source materials
in a course packet, on reserve, or photocopied. If at all possible, use slides.

Hope this is helpful and not too confusing.
Lynn
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